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menace to the very existence of the Hapsburg Mon-
archy.53
With characteristic regard for what Mr. Asquith calls the
British tradition of being "scrupulously niggardly in im-
parting information as to the proceedings in the Cabinet,"
British officials have long been relatively chary of revealing
the part they played. However, Lord Haldane's Before the
War (1920) described with dignity and authority the failure
of his efforts to secure a better understanding with Germany
in 1912, and his activity in preparing an English army to
fight on the Continent. Lord Loreburn, in How the PFor
Came (1920), charged Sir Edward Grey with grave re-
sponsibility for the War, because of the secret engagements
which he had made with France and which virtually com-
mitted England to support France and Russia in a European
war. These commitments, he thinks, encouraged France
and Russia in aggressive ambitions, but were long kept
secret from the British Cabinet, contrary to English consti-
tutional practice. Mr. Asquith's Genesis of the War (1924)
tells us little of the true origin of the War. The ex-Prime
Minister was still content to write in 1924 as if we knew no
more about the causes of the War after a decade tlian we did
in 1914. To him Germany is still solely responsible. He
writes as a politician making a case, not as a statesman
seeking to reveal the truth. In certain chapters, however,
he gives an illuminating account of the splendid prepare
tions for war made by the Committee for Imperial De-
fense, He quotes the significant statement which Sir
Edward Grey made behind closed doors to the Dominion
Premiers in May, 1911: "What really determines the for-
eign policy of this country is the question of sea power."
This dictum is amply confirmed in The World Crisis, 1911'
1914 (1923) by Mr. Winston Churchill, First Lord of the
58 Some of these Serbian revelations were discussed by the present
•writer in Current History, Oct., Nov., 1925,

